Medford Commission for Persons with Disabilities &

Human Rights Commission

Minutes

April 27, 2011

Members present: Steve Honeycutt, Barry Knamm, David Harris, Henry Milorin,

Lois Bronnenkant, Marie Cassidy, Christopher Quaye, and Diane McLeod. 
Not present: Chief Sacco and Charlotte Swartz
Member Update: Sonia and Breanna emailed that it is difficult for them to get to meetings with their family obligations and schedule so they both regret that they have to resign. Christopher noted that he must take a leave from the Commission for a year. 

Meeting began at 5:45PM.

Public Participation

None

March Minutes

Marie motioned to accept, Chris, seconded, all in favor

New Business

Update on Open Space Plan

Diane mentioned that Weston & Sampson have been contracted with by OCD to conduct a review of Open Space in Medford. This includes an inventory of condition and use of each facility and HP access. They are meeting with Department Heads to gather input and feedback. Diane met with them regarding access.
Winter Curb Cut Maintenance
Steve brought up the lack of maintenance of curb cuts this winter. All agreed this winter was very difficult, but this is a civil rights issue. Individuals with disabilities have the right to be able to get out and around like everyone else. We discussed the existence of the snow removal ordinance. Chris asked Diane to get him a copy.

David mentioned putting an article in the paper. Steve said he would work on an article. 

David also mentioned prioritizing this issue and presenting a unified response that includes information and possible sanctions for private contractors that dump snow in HP locations or neglect to clear curb cuts. Diane will contact Jack Buckley and the DPW office to find out about the contract language and timing.

Tisch Sports Complex
Diane went over the variance application and design. The project was discussed in detail last month. Steve motioned to support the variance request, Henry seconded, all in favor.

Old Business

EMARC Info

Diane mentioned that she met again with Chenine from EMARC and invited her to our meeting, but she cannot make Wednesday nights. She brought information to share with the Commissions, which Diane handed out.

David suggested we link them to our website page. Diane will follow up.
Strategic Plan

Diane suggested we revisit the strategic plan. David thought we should follow up after Rolling to se if we could have a screening for city officials and possibly contractors such as plow drivers. 

Steve noted that his concerns with regard to the Commission are variance and site issues. David suggested we incorporate this into the plan. Diane and Steve will look at this.

Lois asked about the forum ‘Unnatural Causes’ in Winchester. No one was able to attend. She will follow up and get information for us before the next meeting. This forum touched on several human rights concerns.

Barry noted that another issue for the plan can be enforcement of HP parking and placard abuse. He mentioned the Waltham effort. We should meet with the Chief to put together a plan. Diane will set something up.
Diane noted that she had corresponded with the Commission for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing and they offered to come do a hearing loss forum in Medford. They had done one a few years ago. The group felt we should do something like this as a planned effort and collaboration that ties to other activities so we are building and growing our efforts.

Correspondence & Announcements

Diane noted that the Fair Housing event drew 50 people that were a wonderful cross section of human rights, public and private housing, and real estate representatives. Barbara Chandler did a great job. David noted that this was a great opportunity to have the press cover the event.
Diane read her response to council resolution 11-355 regarding accessibility process of the Tufts Tisch Sports Complex.
David asked if any members attended the Boards & Commission information session. Diane noted that she has copies of discs from the City Solicitor on the revised Open Meeting Law, Records Retention, and Public Records Law. She will ask about the letter sent out. 

Meeting adjourned 7:15PM
Next meeting May 25, 2011

