Medford Commission for Persons with Disabilities &

Human Rights Commission

Minutes

May 25, 2011

Members present: Steve Honeycutt, Barry Knamm, Henry Milorin, Chief Sacco, Charlotte Swartz, and Diane McLeod. 

Not present: Lois Bronnenkant, Marie Cassidy, Christopher Quaye, Breanna, and David Harris

Meeting began at 5:45PM.

Public Participation

None

April Minutes

Henry motioned to accept, Barry, seconded, all in favor

New Business

Disability Awards

Diane mentioned that the sub committee met to review nominations. Diane is in the process of verifying information on the forms. There are three possible dates for the award ceremony. Everyone should get back to Diane with availability; June 21st, June 23rd, or June 28th at 3:00PM.

Focus for Next Year
Diane noted that she would like to do a major project or event that will ultimately give the Commissions community exposure. She mentioned 3 possibilities, but is open to any ideas the membership has. Her options were: Community Dialogues – where specific focus groups discuss topics in a facilitated forum (Jeff Stone who facilitated the Boston Police Community Dialogues could do this), Unnatural Causes – a forum on Health Inequities in our system (Lois has information on this forum), and a Welcoming Communities Forum – where we discuss how to make our community more welcoming to people with disabilities, immigrants, and persons of color.

Barry wanted to make sure we don’t do a project ‘to do a project’. We need to address a community need. Charlotte asked what the needs are and how we find that out. Diane mentioned that she started a project with a Tufts student that conducted a needs assessment. The needs assessment focused on the Elderly and Limited English Proficient (LEP) Persons. (Survey results of 35 seniors – Are there any services or needs that you feel aren’t being addressed? All said No or left unanswered.   Survey results of 15 LEP individuals - job, place to live, or unanswered) 
Steve mentioned other events with low turn out and suggested maybe our timing of the event should change. Barry asked about issues of bullying and GBLT issues in the schools and how they are handled. There was discussion about our trying to help in the schools and the frustration or lack of interest. Barry felt we need to hear what is going on in the schools. Diane will contact Supt. Belson. 
Barry mentioned the high number of seniors in Medford, many with disabilities. There was discussion about focusing on the elderly. Diane mentioned that just before coming to the meeting she opened an email from the Medford Health Matters (MHM) group that is planning a listening session for elders. She will get more detail and forward it to the group for discussion.
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Old Business

Merger Process

Diane spoke to Solicitor Rumley about our merger process, as we have been meeting for a year as a combined group. We will have to consider numbers of members, our mission, our name, etc. Both commissions will continue to exist, just working together as we are now. If anyone has any thoughts on any of these ordinance particulars, they should contact Diane so we can start a draft or subcommittee.
Strategic Plan

Diane reviewed and updated the strategic plan adding the variance process and the placard abuse work. No one had anything else, so she will finalize and resend the plan.
Placard Abuse
Diane spoke to the Disability Commission head in Waltham and the Chief spoke to the Sgt. in charge of the program. Both were very enthusiastic about it. This program targets people who intentionally misuse, steal, or inappropriately use placards on their vehicles in HP spots. Last year Waltham took in $309,000.00 after reducing ticket fines from $200.00 to $100.00. Waltham has 2 details a day 7 days a week running this. They pay the details and also get all the money from the program. They have been doing this for 3 years. The officer checks the picture on the placard to the individual. If misuse is found the officer confiscates the placard, gives a $100.00 ticket, there is a $500.00 fine, the Registry takes their license for 30 days, and there is a $50.00 surcharge on their insurance for 7 years. The placards are turned in to the Disability Commission and mailed to the Registry.
The Chief said he will post the detail and begin a 2 week trial in June and the month of July to see what the abuse rate is. It was asked if we should publicize this, but that would just inform those breaking the law and then not give us a good read on the actual rate of abuse. Everyone was thrilled that this will happen. Diane and the Chief will run this by the Mayor. 
The Waltham Commission uses their proceeds to not only pay the details, but address municipal issues; build HP playgrounds, audible lights, Fire sensor camera equipment, curb cuts, door openers, etc. 

The other piece of the abuse is residential parking spaces. The Chief will ask Alva how these signs are done (street, neighborhood, etc.) so we can put a renewal process in place.
Correspondence & Announcements

City Projects

Diane noted that there are several projects she is involved in for access; 
New garage – plans pending 
Riverside Ave. – began construction of curbcuts this week from Clippership to Locust Street on one side. 
Open Space Plan

Diane mentioned that Weston & Sampson forwarded their ‘draft for comment’ of the Open Space plan in Medford. She was not pleased with how HP access was addressed. She forwarded a memo on how access should be handled in the report. 
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She also noted that the last Green Line meeting was a visioning meeting where the group was shown various buildings and their likes and dislikes were registered. There was discussion about individuals who state they represent the disability community, when they only represent themselves, and do a huge disservice to the population.

Steve mentioned an email about House Bill 2322 which mandate 5% of off street parking be designated as HP. Diane will get a copy. 
Meeting adjourned 7:00PM

Next meeting June ? (Disability Awards)
TASKS
Everyone 

Get back to Diane on June dates




Get back to Diane on new ordinance suggestions

Diane & Chief 
Meet w/Mayor re: placard abuse

Chief


Get detail out for June




Get info from Alva for residential abuse process

Diane


Get & distribute HB 2322




Send follow up info on Disability Awards to subcommittee

Send MHM’s elder forum info to group

Send email to Supt. for Bullying & LGBT info




Update Strategic Plan




Draft snow plow contract info

